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M A N C H E S T E R C O M M U N I C AT I O N
ACADEMY NEWSLETTER
Take a look at what MCA has been getting up to.

H e a dt e ac h e r ’ s i n t r o d u c t i o n
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Dear MCA Families,
Welcome to our Winter newsletter where we are
able to share lots of articles showing how our
students have been able to take their learning
outside of the classroom and really enrich their
educational experiences this term. Examples
of these include work safaris, theatre visits and
various events that we have been able to host. We
have also been able to welcome some wonderful
guests to MCA who have taken the time to share
their stories and inspire our young people. A
particular favourite of mine was from Mahama Cho
who gave a really clear message to the students
he spoke to, “Choose your objective, make your
plan and run towards it”. Mahama gave a great
reminder to all students of the importance of hard
work and that nothing was ever achieved without
it. This message certainly resonated with our year
11 students who have been working incredibly
hard on their recent Pre Public Examinations and
additional study sessions after school, before
school and on Friday afternoons. We look forward
to sharing information about their progress with
parents in the New Year.
I’m sure that families are experiencing some
anxieties as the Covid-19 landscape continues
to shift with the new Omicron variant. I want
to reassure you as best as I can, that MCA will
continue to take all necessary steps to keep the
school community safe, to provide support and to
continue high standards of educational provision,

no matter what lies ahead. You will have received
a letter giving information about assisted testing
in the new year and a slight stagger to start times
on January 4th to enable this to happen. At home
testing and wearing of face masks in communal
areas continues to remain really important in our
defense to community spread. It’s really important
for me at this point to reinforce our school motto
“With you, for you, about you”. If there is anyway
we can support you and your family, please do
contact the school and we will do everything we
can to help you.
In January, I will not be at the Academy for a few
months as I take maternity leave. Mr Rowalnds
(Executive Principal), Mrs Fraser (Vice Principal)
and Mr Birrell (Vice Principal) will all be on hand
during this time and will be happy to assist you
with anything they can. I would like to thank all
students and families for doing such a wonderful
job during this first term, I am proud of every single
student for their kindness, their bravery and their
brilliance. I hope that you are all looking forward to
a wonderful festive season and you get to spend
some quality time with family and friends.
Have a wonderful break & stay safe.
Ms Watmough
Headteacher

OPen
evening
Following almost two years of limited
visitor numbers, owing to the pandemic,
the staff and students at the academy
were thrilled to welcome hundreds of
prospective students and their parents
through the doors once again, for our
annual Open Evening. Guests were
treated to the type of sights, sounds,
passion and exuberance that has made
MCA such a popular destination for so
many families within our community in
recent years.

In the Maths department, students
took part in a number of mathematical
challenges including an Escape Room
challenge, whilst History explored the
Miserable Middle Ages with students
braving a series of feely boxes to
discover some of the causes and cures
of the Black Death!
Visitors to Science took part in a series
of interactive experiments including Sink
the Boat and observing ice cubes melting
under different conditions and in Art our
student art ambassadors led workshops
for visitors whilst our GCSE students
demonstrated some of the work they
were completing as part of their course.
During their visit to the Modern Foreign
Languages department, students were
able to practice some French and
Spanish through making Chatterboxes
and creating different characters in the
Photo Booth.
Having the opportunity to take part in a
wide range of workshops and activities,
and being entertained by our fabulous
music and drama performances ensured
everyone left smiling!
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Each department within the academy
created a variety of fun and exciting
activities to give our visitors a real taste
of learning here at MCA. Our English
department created a Journey through
English, with different rooms being
transformed to reflect some of the
texts that students will study such as A
Christmas Carol, Of Mice and Men and
THUG (The Hate You Give)

E u r o p e a n Day o f
L a n g uag e s
European Day of Languages is an opportunity each
year for European countries to celebrate languages
and cultures from all around the word.
This year at MCA we kicked off our celebrations with
a languages and culture QR code quiz that students
completed as they arrived at school, greeted by their
teachers dressed up in traditional dress from countries
around the world.
In the morning we had a Cultural Market place hosted
by our community language students, displaying
interesting information about a wide range of different
countries and offering a selection of traditional dishes
to sample.
In the afternoon we had a foreign language karaoke
session and later in the week an Italian culture session
for staff where they learned how to make Tiramisu.

S ta f f a n d
s t u d e n t co o k
a lo n g
Last half term staff and students got together
to cook along with each other and put our
cooking skills to the test. The students helped
the staff through the recipe to produce some
delicious burritos stuffed with chicken, spicy rice
and Mexican beans. Mr Ali and Aiste were the
winning team with a perfectly stuffed burrito and
mouthwatering presentation. Next on the menu
is a traditional Christmas dinner - who will be the
winning team...

7
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At t e n da n c e P r i z e s
Over the past few weeks, we have been celebrating the achievements of students with very good attendance.
There have been a range of prizes won, including Amazon and Deliveroo vouchers. There are weekly individual
raffles and prizes for the best forms. There is also our Badger Reward scheme, every full week in school (in
every day, Monday to Friday) brings each student a better chance of winning a prize. You have to be in, to win!
Well done to Coden, Emmanuel, Joshua, Taya, Amoy, Sami, Marshall, Luca and Millie for winning so far.

P r o d u c t i o n o f M at i l da
Rehearsals are well underway for MCA’s first ever full school production of ‘Matilda’. Back in
September the students went through a 3 week audition process. Students from years 7-11 showed
incredible levels of confidence and talent which made casting decisions very difficult!
The production has now been fully cast and the students are committed to attending rehearsals
every week. Each rehearsal involves learning choreography, developing character, singing and
acting. What the Performing Arts team are enjoying the most, is seeing students from all ages and
backgrounds coming together and thriving as a team. Even after a day of learning, the cast show up
with positive energy and enthusiasm. We really are so proud of everyone involved! At the moment,
we haven’t set exact performance dates but we are aiming for around April. As soon as dates are
confirmed we will share details of how you can get in touch to book tickets. Keep your eyes peeled!
Recently we took the cast of Matilda to The Liverpool Empire Theatre. We went to watch the musical
production of “Everybody’s Talking About Jamie.” It was important for the students to see a real life
cast and production on stage, observing high level theatrical skills and techniques. The students
thoroughly enjoyed the production and we feel that watching it live has inspired them to apply even
more focus, commitment and energy in rehearsals for Matilda.

Y 7 a n d Y 8 Sh owc as e
During the Autumn term, we have kept students from year 7 and 8 busy planning for MCA’s annual
showcase. Students began by writing letters to their Y6 primary school teachers, inviting them to the
event.
The showcase is a chance for our students to reflect on the work they have produced since
starting with us at MCA. As a school, this opportunity is invaluable as it helps us develop a better
understanding of the standard of work our students can produce.
We spent the night celebrating the students’ successful journey into secondary school, despite all
the challenges that Covid-19 threw at them in the middle of their transition period to us. Primary
school teachers were amazed by how much the students had grown and matured since being at
primary school.
We had a great turnout this year with 11 schools attending. Students had pre-selected work that
they were most proud of since the start of the term to present to their primary teachers. We also had
different performances from both year groups, including singers/musicians and even a comedian!
This took extreme courage from the students and, as their teachers, we were really proud of those
individuals who took centre stage.

What a wonderful afternoon! Thank you so much for having us and being so welcoming (staff and
students) - it was great to see the school and the progression from Y6 - 8. We really enjoyed having
the opportunity to catch up with the pupils and it was so lovely to see how happy and settled they
are in secondary school. They were so enthusiastic and mature - it was really a pleasure to visit! It’s
definitely the highlight of my year so far - so thank you again. - All Saints’ CE Primary School

M ac m i ll a n
Co f f e e M o r n i n g
The staff at MCA joined in Macmillan’s world’s biggest
coffee morning to raise money for a very worthwhile
cause. We saw yummy treats baked such as cakes,
cookies and brownies.
There were lots of exciting activities that the staff
could partake in such as a bottle tombola, guess the
sprinkles on Colin and raffle chocolate bouquet. A big
thank you to all who baked and donated to the cause.
We raise £265.24

M ot i vat i o n a l s p e a k e r v i s i t
On Tuesday 5th October, we were delighted
to welcome Saeed Atcha MBE DL, Chief
Executive of the youth-led charity Youth Leads
UK, Deputy Lieutenant of Greater Manchester
and a Commissioner of the Social Mobility
Commission. Saeed delivered an inspiring
assembly to all of our Year 10 students around
overcoming challenges, aiming high and
achieving ambitions.
Saeed was then given the opportunity to meet
with staff and students, and was extremely
complimentary in his reflection of his day at
MCA.

‘I really enjoyed today - thank you to the team
and the young people who were great. Especially
those that came up at the end to speak to me
- very kind of them. It was wonderful to hear
about the pastoral tracker and the work that you
are more widely doing to support young people
leave school as mature, responsible citizens.
And given that today is ‘World Teachers Day’ thank you for what you do - especially on careers
and personal development’

Hip Hop Lecture

P o s t 1 6 pat h way
event

Students in Year 8 and Year 9 were invited to a lecture via Zoom with senior professor, Silhouette
Bushay. The lecture was entitled: Hip Hop: A Way of Reading and Writing Life. The lecture introduced
the idea of Hip Hop as a culture and how Hip Hop has grown and evolved. The students learnt about
how Hip Hop can influence pedagogy and how it can be used for social good. Students discussed
concepts such as appropriation and gender and came away from the lecture feeling ‘empowered’ and
‘inspired’. This lecture complemented the study of ‘The Hate U Give’ and a history unit on America’s
problematic relationship with race. It was an incredible experience that our students thoroughly
enjoyed and benefitted from.

On Wednesday 20th October 2021, we hosted
our Post 16 Pathway event for year 11s and
parents / carers. Ten colleges and independent
training providers were present to showcase
their curriculum offer and answer many questions
around the transition to post 16. We hope the event
was extremely useful to aid students in making
informed decisions around their next steps once
they leave MCA. All students will have received a
personal guidance interview and made applications
to post 16 providers before the end of January.
Should any student or parent/carer require further
advice and guidance then please do contact Miss
A Whiting <ailsa.whiting@mca.manchester.sch.
uk>. A number of useful links and information
can also be found on our website https://www.
manchestercommunicationacademy.com/careers

The MCA Hip Hop Exhibition: A collection of Hip Hop memorabilia and materials from the 1980s
to the present day - made up of clothing, photographs, cassettes, records, graffiti sketchbooks,
posters and flyers that tell a story of a disillusioned yet resolute youth, a story of collectivism from
marginalisation, a story of protest and change. A culture that resonates with young and old, that
transcends class and evolves with every new generation: Hip Hop culture reaches every aspect
of modern culture and society.

Employ e r
E n gag e m e n t
In October, Year 11 students were offered the
opportunity to participate in a workshop and question
& answer session with ‘Kennedy’s Law’. The students
learnt about the different pathways into law, from
traditional university routes to apprenticeships, with
two current degree apprentices from Manchester
joining in the session.
‘National Apprenticeship Week’ (February 7th-11th) and
‘National Careers Week’ (March 7th-11th) will take place
during the spring term and a number of career insight
sessions and events will be planned for Year 7-10
students. Parents/Carers will be contacted and shared
information on how they can become involved in these
weeks in due course.
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Sa l e Sh a r k s
Some of our Y10 students have been working with the ‘Sharks Community Trust’ which has led to great
attendance, leadership development and positive engagement. As a reward for improving their school
attendance the pupils were invited to watch the Sale Sharks vs Newcastle Falcons game. The pupils had a
fantastic time watching the match. We will be working with the Sale Sharks in the future and look forward to
more students having the chance to attend a game.

H o p wo o d H a ll v i s i t
This half term we saw our very own year 11- Courtney Crook- join Hopwood Hall on their week long Animal
Academy programme. Courtney took part in an exciting hands on experience working and interacting with
a variety of different animals including meerkats, alpacas, horses and reptiles to name but a few, learning
about their nutrition, veterinary needs and everyday handling and care. Courtney said, “This was an amazing
experience for me as I got to handle lots of different animals and it gave me a valuable insight into the type of
career I want in the future”.

R e a d i n g w i t h M r R ow l a n d s
Mr Rowlands, the Executive Principal (can be seen dressed as Frankenstein’s Monster and the Grinch) has
been joined by the year seven and eight students during their Wednesday lunch time to read some of his
favourite novels. The session has become extremely popular, with the students listening to tales such as ‘The
World’s Worst Children’, ‘The World’s Worst Teachers’, ‘Christmas Carol’ and ‘Frankenstein’. The pupils can
collect a pass from Mrs Finnigan in the library, which allows them to attend the session and jump to the front
of the lunch queue. The students always love the session, especially the chocolate afterwards!

Y 1 0 Wo r k sa fa r i
All of our Year 10 students will be given an opportunity to attend a ‘work safari’ this academic year. The
purpose of the work safari is to give students experience of a workplace, engage in work related activities,
learn about different job roles in industry and speak to professionals about their careers paths from leaving
school. In November, Y40 Year 10s spent their ‘safari’ at PwC Manchester HQ, who are a global business
solutions company. Students were a credit to the academy and thoroughly enjoyed the activities on the day,
which included ‘Dragons Den’ style presentations to senior managers in the company. In December, our
engineering students had a day with Metrolink, which involved a tram journey to the Trafford depot and an
opportunity to drive a tram on a simulator. In the spring term, work safari’s our planned in other industries such
as digital media and finance.

B oy s m ov e
Within Physical Education this year, we are running a project in conjunction with the Youth Sports Trust. The
purpose of our project is to support a group of year 7 boys with the transition into the academy by providing
them with support through physical activity, smaller working groups and workshops to improve the outcomes
for the students. This could be around self-confidence, attitudes to learning or behaviour and students have
individual goals they are working towards. The group meet once a week within their PE lesson and take part
in a wide range of lessons to support their individual outcomes. As part of this project, students attended a
Rock Climbing session with Mr Mort where students worked together to overcome the physical and mental
challenges by encouraging each other throughout the session. Well done Boys!

S t u d e n t ’ s vo i c e
Since becoming Student Voice Leader, I have rounded up a team of ambitious students from years 7 – 11 to take part
in being excellent role models for the rest of their peers at MCA. One of the main aims of our team is to ensure they
are representative of everyone at MCA so that we can collaborate together to make positive changes and continue to
make our school a safe learning and social environment so that everyone feels included and has a positive experience
at school.
Student voice gives students the opportunity to have high personal expectations of themselves by using it as a forum
to ensure students can voice their thoughts and views to allow them to build up a variety of different skills such as
team building, effective communication, resilience and drive to make changes for further betterment of their lives.
These are invaluable skills needed to face the challenges of life outside school.

Mahama
Ch o V i s i t
On Tuesday 30th November, we were lucky
enough to welcome Olympian, Mahama Cho
to the academy. Mahama is a Taekwondo
athlete who represented team GB in Tokyo at
the Olympic games. Mahama was taken back
by the academy and all the amazing things on
offer to our students. He spoke with our student
ambassadors from PE, visited our EAL students
and also presented to our year 8 students. He
was an inspiration to our students and they
left feeling empowered, motivated and ready
to tackle their challenges both physically and
academically.

Mahama was inspirational, he has
encouraged me to do more work focussing
on myself and sports, as well as trying
out new things. It was great to listen to a
professional Olympic athlete.
- Landon Pero

It was fantastic and a privilege to welcome
Olympian Mahama Cho into the academy.
This was truly an inspirational visit for our
students who were left in awe of Mahama’s
story and passion for sport. He shared his
life story which left our students motivated
and hungry to achieve their personal and
academic goals.’
-Mr Neild
This was a once in a lifetime experience
for our students to showcase how physical
education and sport can have a positive
impact of the lives of young people
regardless of barriers’
-Miss Bryan
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I enjoyed the session, he taught us some
skills from Taekwondo. The assembly was
inspiring how he told us you can succeed
overcoming barriers in life. This has helped
me try my best in school.
-Elianna Akowuah
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