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W I T H YO U . . . F O R YO U . . . A B O U T YO U . . .

M A N C H E S T E R C O M M U N I C AT I O N
ACADEMY NEWSLETTER
Take a look at what MCA has been getting up to.
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H e a dt e ac h e r ’ s i n t r o d u c t i o n

Dear MCA Families,
Welcome to our Summer newsletter, where
we have the great privilege of being able
to update you on some of the exciting
and brilliant events and activities that our
wonderful students have been a part of
throughout the year. We would like to thank
you for your ongoing support during the first
full year back at school since the pandemic.

jumpers that they do so with a blazer instead
as we look to phase these out. Trainers will
still be allowed as footwear but these must
be plain black and have no other colour of
any kind. Each student will receive a new tie
in September as we will have six different
designs to represent each year group and
our prefects.

We have seen a return to some of the
familiar MCA routines that make our school
community so special. This year we have
expanded our ESA offer to all manner of new
opportunities for students. We are looking
to add to this even further in September to
make it all the more exciting.

You will have seen articles in the press or
on the news about issues caused by mobile
phones in schools. Whilst the vast majority
of our students behave responsibly with their
phones, we have taken the view of tightening
our use of phones in the school building.
Students will only be allowed to use their
phones at break and lunch on the yard and
in no other area of the school. Further details
can be found in the acceptable use of mobile
phones policy that can be viewed on our
website.

We have bid farewell to our Y11 class of
2022 and we wish them all the best in their
future endeavours. They have had a very
turbulent last few years but their hard work
and perseverance has been a credit to those
that they live with. We are incredibly proud of
them.
Next year we will be making some changes
to our uniform policy. All new year 7 students
will be issued with a blazer instead of a
jumper and it is the expectation that as
students in Y8-11 need to replace their

We will shortly be welcoming back Ms
Watmough from maternity leave and look
forward to seeing her soon following the
birth of her son in January. We hope that
you have a wonderful summer break and
look forward to seeing everyone again in
September.
Mr M Birrell and Mrs S Fraser,
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Year 11
This half term we said goodbye to our Year 11s.
We would like to congratulate them for all of
their hard work and commitment over the last 5
years. There have been so many achievements
to celebrate, from completing their GCSEs to
successfully applying for post 16 pathways. The
journey has not been an easy one. There have
been many hurdles to overcome, yet each student
showed resilience until the very end.
Prom 2022 was a great night and every student
looked amazing. They celebrated in style and
danced the night away. What a fantastic end to
their time at MCA!
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Duke of
Edinburgh
On the 30th June students completing their
Duke of Edinburgh Award set off to complete
their practice expedition in the Forest of
Bowland. Students’ map skills were put to
the test as they navigated their way across
the stunning Lancashire countryside, finding
their way across rolling fields, steep valleys
and winding rivers. Our students showed
great team work and resilience, working
together to carry their heavy rucksacks and
camping equipment across miles of terrain,
before setting up their tents and cooking
their evening meal using only their camp
stove!
They then venture out again two weeks later
and had to find their own way using the skills
they have developed.
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BR I T I S H SC I ENCE
W EEK
This year for British Science Week the theme was
growth! Students looked at how the population of the
Earth is growing and how we can grow food in urban
areas to feed this growing population. They also had
the chance to meet some STEM ambassadors ranging
from health care professionals to engineers.
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inclusion
f o ot b a l l m atc h
Our KS3 PE Power Up team participated in a
football match. All students thoroughly enjoyed
the afternoon, developing their fundamental
skills of football. All students modelled
exemplary behaviour. Well done to everyone who
participated.
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Ch i n e s e n e w y e a r
In January, MCA celebrated Chinese New Year. We had many different activities taking place throughout
the week. It was a team effort with everyone getting involved from the language, sports and leadership
ambassadors to students councils. This could not have happened without the help of all the fabulous
staff that got involved to ensure it would be a memorable event for students.
The week started with Fortune cookies being handed out in reception for all students as they walked
into school. During form time students were presented with a chopstick challenge where they had
to pick up sweets using chopsticks. The canteen staff were all involved in the Chinese New Year spirit
as they dressed up to celebrate the event and served a Chinese inspired menu at lunch time. In PE
students practiced different Chinese sports, whilst in Food tech students learned to make dumplings
and spring rolls and some were even sold at lunch time for students to try. In MFL Year 9 had a
Mandarin taster lesson from the Manchester Chinese Centre and they learned how to say and write
Happy New Year in Mandarin.
At the end of the week some students were selected to take part in a Chinese Dragon dance workshop
which was then performed to all students at break time.
It was a truly memorable event to initiate the celebrations of all the cultural diversities we have at
MCA. What a fantastic way to allow students to experience different cultural traditions!
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N at i o n a l
school
sports week
National School Sports Week is a
fantastic week dedicated to increasing
participation in sports. As a result of the
pandemic, the UK has seen a drastic drop
in participation rates over the past couple
of years. At MCA, we are looking to make
up for lost time by creating opportunities
for students to enjoy sports during their
school hours.
During curriculum time, students worked
on rotations to get a taster of different
activities. Our aim was to provide
exposure to an array of sports in the hope
that students grow an interest and foster
a love for these activities.
Break and Lunch Times:
Throughout this week we had activities
on display for students to participate
in during social times. Helping to run
these activities were our treasured
sports leaders who helped to assist
and run activities encouraging students
throughout the Academy to come and
join in. Without our sports leaders, the
week wouldn’t have been possible!
Meeting Jeremy Frimpong:
It was a privilege to welcome Jeremy
Frimpong down to the Academy. Jeremy is
a professional footballer who is currently
at Bayern Leverkusen playing in the
Bundesliga. We are delighted Jeremy was
able to come and introduce himself to
our Year 7s and also answer some of their
questions.
Coming from a similar background to our
students, Jeremy was able to talk about
the importance of having a dream and
the obstacles you have to overcome in
order to achieve success. This was a great
opportunity for our students to meet elite
performance athletes and to be able to
find out more about him.
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P u b l i s h e d wo r k
Students had the amazing opportunity to meet the Mayoress of Stockport and Author of ‘The Naked
Goddess’ Jeanette Slavinski. A series of our students’ Art work and Poems will be featured in her
latest edition of the charitable book endorsed by the BBC and requested by the queen herself.
Congratulations!

B l u e ru n 2 0 2 2
We challenged our City Inspires group to take part and raise money for City in the Community by
completing our ‘Blue Run’, the second year Take Two students have supported the event, running at least
2.5k to raise awareness around Mental Health. Each participant received an event T-Shirt and medal.
Every penny raised went towards City in the Community’s mental health programme, City Thrive. The
initiative was developed with the NHS in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and helps to provide
immediate wellbeing support for thousands of people in Manchester aged up to 25.
The programme itself utilises a blended approach, using football sessions, group workshops and one-toone mentoring to educate students around mental health subjects whilst also equipping them with the
tools to regulate their own mental wellbeing in a post COVID-19 landscape.

At t e n da n c e
Through the year, over a hundred students have received various prizes and rewards for excellent or
improving attendance. We have a range of initiatives all designed to encourage and celebrate regular
school attendance. Our Attendance Leagues match form groups to compete for the best attendance in
a league system for each year group – there were also spin-off competitions designed to give different
progress groups chances to win. We also had our weekly Friday attendance raffle, where all students
arriving on time on a Friday were entered in for chance to win a £30 shopping voucher.
Our Badger reward scheme is aimed to encourage full weeks in school with badges (and prize draws)
available to students completing a set number of full weeks in school. Each half-term there was a
Badger Reward Days, prize draws were open to all students that had achieved one of the badger
milestones.
Perhaps the jewel in the crown for attendance (and behaviour) rewards is the planned trip to Alton
Towers. Students with excellent attendance and behaviour are invited on a trip to Alton Towers to
celebrate their achievements for the year. We are expecting over 300 students to be going on the trip,
and we are hoping to have even more students next year.

B i g ga r d e n b i r dwatc h
For the big garden birdwatch this year students learned about the biodiversity of species in our local
community. They learned how they can help improve the population of certain species and made bird
feeders to help feed these birds.
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S p o r t ’ s Day
f e s t i va l
On Friday 8th July we held our first
Sports Day for 3 years. It was a fantastic
opportunity to gather the school
community together again on a day
that included Athletics, Arts and Crafts,
Music, Face painting and much more. The
weather was on our side and the students
had a great time competing, creating and
enjoying the activities on offer on the day.
Well done to Cooper House who won
overall on the day

1st Place- Cooper (480)
2nd Place- Turing (466)
3rd Place- Olympic (414)
4th Place- Shakespeare (413)
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ESA C l u b s
The summer term has been filled with a wide range of activities for students
to enhance their personal development. Our Extended school activities is
a fantastic opportunity for our students to learn new skills, expanding their
hobbies, make new friends with those who have a similar interest to them,
develop their creativity and many other skills that will set them up for life
after MCA. The summer term brought about clubs such as Spray Painting
Club, In-line Skating, Scootering and Skateboarding Club, Felting Club,
Karate, Art Clubs, Magazine Club, Biscuit Decoration, Girls In Science as well
as some of our good classics from Takeaway Club, LGBTQ Club, Gaming
Club, Cricket Club, Rounders, Maths Rockstars and many more! MCA is so
proud to offer 40+ clubs each night and have around 500+ students attending
each night.
We are looking forward to our Autumn clubs on offer next year to develop
further our knowledge, skills and understanding in new areas outside of the
Curriculum. Have a new idea for us we may not offer, let us know and we will
do our best to accommodate
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Africa Week
To mark Africa Day on the 25th May, MCA held
a week of events to celebrate Africa’s diverse
history, culture and geography. This included
African cooking, dancing and drumming
workshops, Africa-themed form time activities
and competitions, and a whole-school quiz.
Interactive QR posters were used to highlight
the achievements of inspiring young people
from across Africa in the fields of science,
literature, creative arts, mathematics, sports

and humanities. The highlight of the week was
our Africa Day celebrations, which included
an African-inspired lunch menu and outdoor
drumming performance, complimented by some
amazing dance performances from our KS3
students!
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N e w k i tc h e n s
We are excited to announce that after receiving funding from ‘The Savoy Educational Trust’, MCA have two new
fitted kitchens. Thank you to all those involved in helping us to refurbish the kitchens, the students and staff are
enjoying cooking using the new kitchen facilities.

h o lo c au s t s u rv i vo r ta l k
We had the fantastic opportunity to listen to Bernice Graham, the daughter of a Holocaust survivor who spoke
with Holocaust Educational Trust and shared stories from the Holocaust. It was an informative insight for the Y9
and Y10 students into the life of a Holocaust survivor.

Wo l d Ac a d e m y o f S p o r t
Recently, MCA’s PE Teams hard work has been recognised by the World Academy of Sport who have
established MCA as an Athlete Friendly Centre. This accreditation gives PE Ambassadors the chance to learn
more about PE careers and give students an insight into the life and goals of a professional athlete, In addition
to this, students will be exposed to visits to world class facilities and Q&A’s with professional athletes and
olympians.

Prefects
We have now selected our Prefect team for the next academic year. Our Head Prefects went through a rigorous
process over the last half term. Students were nominated by staff and students across the Academy. Head Prefect
nominees took part in interviews from staff and students, workshops and presentations outlining their strengths
and vision for the role. Our Head Prefects assisted Mr Mack & Mr Birrell in selecting the rest of our Prefect team. We
now have 36 Year 11 leaders who have started their role in modelling exemplary behaviour around the academy.
Well done to all the Year 11 students who were selected.

CA r e e r s e d u c at i o n
As part of the academy’s careers education strategy, focused on broadening awareness of emerging industries,
labour market information, employability skills and building upon aspirations, this year all Year 10 students were
invited to attend a one-day work safari at a variety of medium and large organisations based in Manchester. A
gallery of images taken at a number of work safaris can be found on the careers page of our website.
In addition to the work safari programme, our engineering students were invited to apply for a week long
placement at Arup, a multi-national professional services company. After a competitive selection process involving
many other schools, seven MCA students were successfully selected by Arup Engineering to take part. The project
involved them being based in the company’s Manchester headquarters. They were tasked to work collaboratively
with students from other schools in Greater Manchester to design and cost an environmentally sustainable visitor
centre, with a drive towards overcoming many environmental and engineering challenges. All students presented
their findings in a ‘Dragon’s Den’ style to the CEO of the company and board of directors. Feedback from the CEOs
and directors was very complimentary and praised the students for their resilience towards working through the
demands of the project, their engineering knowledge and ability to present their findings in a business-like way.
In the summer term all Year 10 students were taken to a further or higher education institution. These included
to either Connell, Xaverian, The Manchester College and UCEN. During these visits, students were informed of
the entry requirements and application process for further education, which they will begin in the autumn term.
Students engaged in a variety of ‘subject taster’ sessions and had the opportunity to speak to current students
about life in ‘FE’, their experiences and ‘top tips’ for achieving their aspirations. A ‘Post 16 Pathways’ event will take
place in the Autumn term for all Year 11 students to further support them with planning for life after MCA.
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